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A sec-

ond grade teach-

er  at Morse, 

Mrs. Granwehr, 

is retiring after 

24 years of 

teaching.  Her 

career started in 1991 at Mt. Marion 

School.  While she was there she also 

subbed at all of the other elementary 

schools as well.  Mrs. Granwehr enjoys 

teaching because she said “she is able 

to change the minds of children in how 

they feel about math.” 

She says that she is a little sad, 

but knows it is the right decision.  One 

of her favorite memories here at Morse 

is when she introduced French and 

Mardi Gras to the second graders.  Mrs. 

Granwehr did this because it was some-

thing unique.   

Through her many years at 

Morse she says she has had the pleasure of teaching many 

wonderful 

students 

and doesn’t 

have a fa-

vorite class.  

Her plans 

after she 

retires is to be Nona to her granddaugh-

ters.   Although Mrs. Granwehr says she 

will miss teaching students, she says she 

will love teaching her granddaughter 

Emma.  She laughed at the changes in 

education. “It has changed tremendously 

throughout the years, but in a good way 

though.” 

Her advice to new teachers is to be pre-

pared to give a lot of yourself to the stu-

dents. 

 I was lucky enough to have 

Mrs. Granwehr as my second grade 

teacher, said RJ.  My favorite memory 

of being in her class was learning 

French.  She will be missed. 

 Im-

agine having 

a pencil 

which could 

scratch out 

letters which make millions 

of people laugh everyday.  

Imagine if that pencil was 

developed at Grant D. Morse 

School.  You may say it is 

impossible for a pencil to 

have that ability.   

 Perhaps it is the 

person using the pencil that 

has the power instead.  

Wouldn’t that be an incredi-

ble talent?  

 Gerard Bradford 

has been responsible for 

bringing smiles and laughter 

to millions of people every 

night.   “I was a Morse stu-

dent from 1979 to 1986, 

Kindergarten through 6th Grade,” he report-

ed in a 

recent 

exclusive 

interview 

with Just 

Print It. He is a comedy writer for 

his best friend, Jimmy Fallon, host 

of the “Tonight Show” on NBC.  

Bradford and Fallon have been best 

friends since attending Saugerties 

High School in the 1990’s.  

 “I first met Jimmy at Sau-

gerties High, when we were both 

15,” said Bradford. “We had a few 

classes together in the 10th grade, 

and soon realized we both liked the 

same things: the same music, the 

same TV shows. We made each 

other laugh a lot, and wrote silly songs 

together. We just liked spending time 

with each other, and we became good 

friends very quickly.” 

(Continued on page 2) 

Mrs. Granwehr: Grandeur de 24 ans ,  

“24 Years of Greatness” 
By RJ Paff and John Turk 

Morse at Fifty: Former Morse Student   

Brings Joy to The World 

A fourth grade photo from  

“picture day.” 
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 Silliness is the key ingredient to the attraction 

to Fallon and his rise to superstardom.  This goofy 

sense of humor has led both to create some of the most 

memorable skits and song parodies in recent years.  

Bradford and Fallon’s work has  billions of Youtube 

views and in 2013, they  received a Grammy Award for 

their comedy album “Blow Your Pants Off.” 

 Fallon is one of the highest paid entertainers 

in the world and is an extremely valuable part of  the 

worldwide NBC television network.  For millions of 

people, he is the last person they see before going to 

sleep.  He sends them to bed with a smile on their face. 

 Gerard Bradford is part of a small team of  

comedy writers who create the jokes Jimmy delivers 

each night. The writers are the people who give Jimmy 

the words to make the world laugh. “The best thing 

about my job is I get to make people laugh every night, 

and make them happy. And that makes me feel good, 

like I’m helping people – especially if they’ve been 

having a bad day or want to forget about their worries 

for a little while.”  

 A 1992 graduate of Saugerties High School, Bradford lives in an apartment in New 

York City with his wife Wendy and three young children. He has a daughter, Molly who is in 

third grade and twins Eleanor and Henry who are in first grade. However, his family still lives 

in the area and his younger sister Andrea, and nephew Ed also attended Morse.   

 “I have so many great memories at Morse. Meeting new friends, riding the bus every 

day, playing kickball on the playground, reading “Peanuts” books in the library, learning how to 

play trombone in the band, hitting tennis balls against the brick wall on the weekends (I’m not 

sure I was supposed to be doing that!). I also thought the “Mustangs” was a really cool school 

nickname!” 

 Bradford loved his time at Morse and remembers his teachers well, though he refused 

to mention a favorite. “I was really lucky because I liked all of my teachers, and I remember 

each of them to this day because they all taught me things that really helped me in school after I 

left Morse. It really wouldn’t be fair to any of them to name a favorite,” he diplomatically ex-

plained. “I remember it as a nice, safe 

environment to learn and have fun. 

There were always lots of things to 

do, sports to play, and new things to 

learn. To me, it was the perfect 

school to grow up in.” 

 Gerard and Jimmy re-

mained close friends and worked on 

projects together even as Fallon’s 

career took off.  In 2008, Jimmy 

called Gerard an offered him a job to 

be one of his writers.  “We’d always 

stayed in touch after we graduated 

school, and would sometimes work 

together on things like stand-up come-

dy and movie scripts. When he was on 

Saturday Night Live we wrote songs together for comedy record. And then when his first show 

“Late Night With Jimmy Fallon” started, I got hired for that.” 

 Together, they continued to enjoy the goofiness of each other’s company and used it 

to create some great television memories. “We’ve done a lot of fun stuff together. When his 

first comedy album came out, we formed a band and played guitar and sang together in concerts 

and on TV. That was so much fun. But really, my most memorable moments are of just growing 

up in Saugerties, spending time with our friends, going to the mall, do-

ing things to make each other laugh. Little things like that.” 

(Continued from page 1)  Gerard makes his living by reading 

and writing, he thinks young people should 

become good readers and writers, too. “The 

best advice I could give is the same advice I 

give my kids: learn how to read and write 

well. It really is the most important thing you 

can do. Reading books will make you a smart-

er person. Outside of school, find something 

you like and do it -- whether it’s playing 

sports, or drawing, or playing a musical instru-

ment. I also think it’s a good idea to just be a 

kid and have fun with your friends, but also 

learn how to be by yourself and have quiet 

time to just think or use your imagination,” he 

explained. 

 Bradford and his fellow writers 

continually create jokes and skits which have 

put Jimmy Fallon at the top of television star-

dom.  With their pencils scratching out letters, 

words and sentences, they have the power to 

bring hearty laughter to  millions of individu-

als around the world.  To be a writer with this 

kind of power must make this former Morse 

student a superhero. 

 “I’m really proud to be a former 

student at Grant D. Morse, and I hope to one 

day read about you guys, too! Go Mustangs!” 

 

 

The man who makes the world laugh. 

Bradford, left can be seen in many musical skits with Jimmy 

Fallon.  This image is from  Beatles’ parody. 
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 Teaching is a profession, 

but it is more of a vocation.   

 A profession is a job 

which requires a great deal of 

educational preparation and per-

haps, an official license to do the 

job. 

 A vocation is a lifelong 

devotion to an ideal or core value.  

A vocation is pursued with little 

thought of monetary reward or 

social prestige.  A vocation re-

quires a connection to one’s soul to 

understand the real purpose of 

tone’s role in life.  A vocation usu-

ally requires a toughness and a 

tenderness that are in complete 

conflict with one another, whereby 

the heart always overcomes the 

mind.  A vocation is never easy to 

leave because it never ends. 

 Thank you Joni Gran-

wehr for sharing your vocation 

with us.  We are better because 

you always followed your heart. 

GET THE 
FACTS! 

This simple fact proves that 
those who read “Just Print It” 
are 10% smarter than those who 
don’t read. 

Working Together to 

Bring the  

Polar Express to Life! 
By Liam Turk 

 

 The Polar Express is a holiday tradi-

tion at Grant D. Morse School.  It was started 

by second grade teachers Mrs. Averill and 

Mrs. Granwehr, it has become a highlight to a 

child’s life. 

 Not only have the teachers made this a great memory for their students, but 

our Superintendent Mr. Turner, and Principal Mr. Dieckmann have been key perform-

ers for this second grade activity. 

 “I have been doing the Polar Ex-

press with Mr. Turner since taking over his 

position as Principal back in 2009,” said Mr. 

Dieckmann. 

 Mr. Turner has been involved long-

er. “Each year, for more than 10 years, I 

have read The Polar Express to students in 

2nd grade,” he said. He joked about the polar 

ice cap just being a snowball when he started 

the Polar Express. 

 Both Mr. Turner and Mr. 

Dieckmann have different jobs for the event.  

The cafeteria is turned into a “train” to allow 

the students to feel the excitement of the ad-

venture. “I help punch tickets for the students entering the cafeteria and then I usually 

let Mr. Turner take it from there.  We usually have Santa Claus stop by to help Mr. 

Turner with the story.  There are rumors every year that students insist that it is me 

who dresses up, though.” Mr. Dieckmann commented. 

 Mr. Turner said, “I act as the Con-

ductor, with Mr. Dieckmann as my assistant.  

Many other "elves" also work to make this 

event special.” 

 It may seem to be an easy thing for a 

principal and superintendent to do, but there 

is pressure on them, too. “I am nervous about 

reading this year to the 2nd graders.  It is a lot 

of pressure to read in front of people - and 

sometimes I even have to read upside-down 

so the kids can see the pictures.  I know it 

will be fun when it is over - but every year I 

get nervous.” 

 All the preparation from Mrs. Averill and Mrs. Granwehr pays off because 

the children enjoy it and remember their Polar Express experience. “The students al-

ways seem to enjoy this event.  I'm not sure they like my version of the Polar Express, 

but they seem to enjoy wearing pajamas in school, and having hot cocoa.  I think the 

teachers are happy that school is over shortly after I read to the children, because eve-

ryone seems energetic!” explained Mr. Turner. 
 Mr. Dieckmann agreed, “The students respond very positively to this event.  What kid 

does not get excited to dress up in their PJ's, get a visit from Santa, have the Superintendent of 

Schools read to them, drink hot chocolate, and eat candy and other treats?” 

 Working together, the teachers and their bosses always bring a smile and a great 

memory to the second grade class with their work on the Polar Express. 

Ethan Naccarato gets his ticket punched for 

the Polar Express.   

Isabella Rabiner sits on Santa’s lap during her 

ride on the Polar Express. 

Mr. Turner, superintendent of the schools, 

takes his job as the conductor very seriously. 

Sixth Grade  

Fundraising 
By Gavin Ingrassia 

 
The Morse sixth grade class is plan-

ning a trip to New York City in the spring of 

2016. In order to go on this field trip, they 

need to raise money to pay for the buses and 

attractions. 

 Sixth grade students are selling Yan-

kee candles to help raise funds for the trip. 

‘’We need to raise around $2,000,’’ said RJ 

Paff. Bob Moon said around $1250. This year 

they decided not to do the sixth grade dinner. 

Some of the students were looking forward to 

putting on the annual fundraising dinner. Sa-

mantha Tubby said,’’ I was disappointed.’’ ‘’I 

feel sad,’’ agreed RJ Paff. Bob said, “They 

will be going to New York City for their field 

trip and also going to Great Escape.  

A lot of people like the smell of 

Yankee Candle’s Christmas Cookie. Other 

people like different smells from the candles.  

RJ Paff likes cinnamon.     

Though they are taking a different 

way to raise the money, the sixth grade will 

still be headed to New York City in the spring.    
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Coat and Mitten Drive 
By Gillian Mills 

 

Morse School always has a Christmas tree in the lobby for 

the coat and mitten drive. Morse holds the coat and mitten drive 

because some children do not have coats or mittens that fit them 

anymore. 

Students can donate coats and mittens and put them in the 

box in the main lobby. 

The history of the coat and mitten drive is that Nurse Beth 

began this tradition of 

collecting coats and 

mittens 16 years ago 

when she started at 

Morse.  Then she would 

give them away to peo-

ple who do not have 

coats or mittens. Mr. 

Dieckmann, the Morse 

principal, said, 

“Children are given 

these coats when the 

need arises.” 

He thinks that the coat 

drive is important.  “It offers opportunities for families with finan-

cial difficulties.  It makes sure their kids are warm for the winter 

months,” he said. 

Sawyer Motors is helping with the coat and mitten drive.  

“Sawyer Motors is a wonderful community business who is always 

willing to help our students,” said Mr. Dieckmann. 

Nurse Beth started the coat and mitten drive because peo-

ple are willing to donate good coats. “Sometimes people have brand 

new coats and they do not wear them,” she said. “People need 

warmth,” she added.    

The PTA helps Nurse Beth and Mrs. Colleen Wynkoop. 

The PTA reminds kids to bring in their extra winter coats. All these 

groups work with Nurse Beth to help people in need of a good coat 

to get one. 

The coat and mitten drive is another great way Morse 

school helps our community.  

The Wizard of Oz  

Comes to Morse 
By Jenna Wormell 

 

 November 24, 2015 was a special day at Morse.  Not 

only was it the day before the Thanksgiving break, but it also 

was the day of the Wizard of Oz assembly.  The Wizard of Oz 

was performed by a group of actors and actresses in our school 

gym. 

 Amiti Lewis and Liv Smoller attended the “Wizard of 

Oz” assembly, both were very excited to watch this fantastic 

performance. 

 Amiti liked the Tin Man. He had lots of fun at the 

play. He was also selected to play the part of a munchkin. “It 

was fun on stage,” he said.  He liked the experience but is ea-

ger to see the movie “King Kong.”  He’s interested in movies  

like that. 

 Liv also enjoyed the Tin Man, and like to perform on 

stage.  It was her first time seeing this play.  Liv did not partici-

pate in this play, but looks forward to participating in future 

plays at school.  Liv did not talk to the cast, but loved watching 

them perform. 

 This play was amazing.  It was a great way to start our 

Thanksgiving holiday. 

RJ Paff’s and Aiden Zarcone’s  

Extra Winter Fun 

By Shaun N. Sussman 

 
 Aiden is in Mrs. Brott’s sixth grade class. When the 

snow falls Aiden is going sleigh riding at Snyder’s Hill. 

 Aiden is going to build some snow houses under-

ground and above ground so it is going to be a snow mansion.  

If it is cold outside Aiden will sit by his pellet stove and drink 

hot cocoa. Aiden wants a game cube controller and Super Mario 

Sun Shine.  

 Aiden’s friend RJ Paff goes through five pouches of 

hot cocoa.  

 RJ is in Mrs. Tucker’s sixth grade class.  RJ builds tons 

of snow forts and builds snow men.  

 This is RJ Paff’s and Aiden Zarcone’s extra winter fun. 

The Boss: Mr. Dieckmann 
By Kierstin Benson 

 
 Mr. Dieckmann is excited to be the principal of 

Morse School as it celebrates 50 years of existence.. “It’s a 

huge honor because it’s such a big milestone.” 

 He njoys being the principal at Morse school for 

many reasons. He said, “It’s a pleasure and the amazing kids 

make it a special place.” 

Though he enjoys being the principal, it is not an easy job.  

He said, “It’s not designed to be easy it’s a lot of responsibil-

ity and you have to make sure the students are getting a good 

education and the staff are happy.” 

 Mr. Dieckmann has accomplished the mission set 

forth by the previous principals because students and staff 

love the Morse School as much now as ever before. 
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It’s Playoff Time 
By Eli Bowers, Nick Stinemire 

 and Brady Reynolds 

 
 It’s December and its playoff time in the league that 

pays for play!  

 In a couple of weeks there will be the NFL playoffs. 

Fans are excited, adults are excited and even kids.  

 In fact, we have a few Morse students that are excited 

for the NFL teams. Let’s start with a sixth grader Mitchell Hart, 

who thinks the Broncos and the Seahawks are most likely to 

make the playoffs. If he is right, he will cheer for the Seahawks.  

 Another sixth grader is very excited!   His name is Jar-

ed McCaig. He has a different perspective. He thinks the Pack-

ers and the Patriots will make it to the NFL playoffs. If he is 

right he will cheer for the Packers.  

 Let’s take a younger perspective. Fifth grader Mason 

Wamsley thinks  the Jets and the Patriots will make it to the 

playoffs.  

 Now, it is our turn. Brady Reynolds thinks the the Pa-

triots Packers Panthers and the Giants will make it to the 

playoffs. The reason why I picked the young Giants is that I 

think the Giants will run the table.  They acquired Hakeem 

Nicks . He will set the tone  for the Giants. Plus, the NFC east is 

pretty bad.  

 Nick Stinemire thinks 

that the Bengals, Panthers, Patriots 

and the Packers will make it to the 

NFL playoffs. The Bengals will 

then lose the playoff game.  

 Eli Bowers agrees with 

Brady Reynolds.  

 Spirit Abounds  

at Mustang Bowl 

By Matthew Wilson 
 

 The Mary 

Consentino award 

is named in honor 

of former Morse 

staff members and 

PTA president 

Mary Consentino, 

who passed away a 

few years ago. The 

award is given to a 

member of the 

Mustang Bowl 

cheer team who best represented Mary’s enthusiasm and spir-

it. 

 This year’s award winner was Samantha Tubby, a 

sixth grader in Mrs. Tucker’s class. ‘’It felt good, ‘’ said Sa-

mantha about getting the award. She did not know she was 

going to win the award, but she said the other cheer members 

were certain she would get it.  ‘’Samantha had for with the 

cheer team but felt a little uncomfortable receiving the honor 

‘’it felt weird ‘’ she said. 

 The past winners of the Mary Consentino award 

were 2012 Jensen Weeks, 2013 Mady sencraft, 2014 lily 

polcovar-Horn, 2015 Samantha Tubby. 

 Hopefully the 

spirit of the Mary Con-

sentino will forever 

glow through Saman-

tha and past cheer 

team members. 

 

 On De-

cember 12, 2015, 

members of the 

Saugerties Flag 

Football League 

were invited to play 

in an All-Star Tour-

nament at Dietz Stadium in Kingston. 

 All-stars from the Morse School were Gavin Ingrassia, Bob 

Moon, Paul Croce and Mitchell Hart.  

 Paul and Mitchell enjoyed the experience.  

 They thought it was a fun experience. Paul played de-

fenseand Mitchell played both. Paul would have liked to play running 

back and Mitchell wanted to play wide but he was QB.   

 They both agreed it will be a fun experience. We play on the 

Saugerties flag football ledge 2015. “There were about 20-25 kids on the team,” said 

Mitchell Hart. Paul Croce said, “The team color is light blue.”  

 Even though they lost both games, it was a great experience. 

Flag Football  

All Star Tournament  
By Gavin Ingrassia and Liam Turk  
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Lip Sync 2016 
By Morgan Bennett 

 

Shada’ja Florence and Peyton Rose 

are both 6th graders of the Grant D Morse 

School. Shada’ja is in Mrs. Tucker’s class and 

Peyton is in 

Mrs. Brott’s 

class. 

Flor-

ence is not 

sure what song 

she’s doing for 

the lip sync, 

she also does 

not know 

who’s going to 

be in her 

group. 

Flor-

ence said “Yes 

I am excited for the Lip 

sync, because I want to see what songs the 

boys will be doing’. 

Florence is going to wear nor-

mal/everyday clothes, because she does not 

see why people should dress up. 

No one picked a song, Florence does 

not have one. Florence has also has no group 

yet. 

 Rose and Florence are both 11 years 

old. 

Rose is doing the song called “OH 

NO” by Miranda and the Diamonds, her group 

all agreed on that song, she explains it’s easy 

to make up dance 

moves for. 

Peyton’s groups back 

up song is Roller-

coaster by: Bean. 

 Spencer 

Flanagan and Morgan 

Bennett are in Pey-

ton’s group. Rose said 

“I’m excited for the 

lip sync, I’m exited 

because I love to 

dance.” Rose’s 

group will be wear-

ing: black pants, 

black shirts and white shorts. 

 Shada’ja Florence and Peyton Rose 

are both very excited for the March 2015 Lip 

Sync. 

 

The Morse sixth grade class is planning a 

trip to New York City in the spring of 2016. 

In order to go on this field trip, they need to 

raise money to pay for the buses and attrac-

tions. 

 Sixth 

grade students 

are selling Yankee candles to help raise funds for the 

trip ‘’we need to raise around 2,000,’’ said RJ Paff. 

Bob Moon said around $1250. This year they decided 

not to do the sixth grade dinner. Some of the students 

were looking forward to putting on the annual fund-

raising dinner. Samantha Tubby said,’’ I was disap-

pointed.’’ ‘’I feel sad,’’ agreed RJ Paff. Bob said, 

“They will be going to New York City for their field 

trip and going to Great Escape.  

A lot of people like the smells Yankee Can-

dle’s Christmas Cookie candle. Other people like dif-

ferent smells from the candles.  RJ Paff likes cinnamon.     

 Aiden Zarcone and Shaun Sussman 

are both 6th graders of the Grant D. Morse 

school. 

 Zarcone explains he visits either his 

grandma and Grandpa Zarcone or his grandpa 

and grandpa Schaefer on the holidays. 

 Sussman explains he usually goes 

outside and builds snow forts, snow men 

and goes sledding. 

 Zarcone said every year he goes to 

a Christmas play, visits his grandparents, 

and bakes. The play takes place at a church. 

These are his holiday traditions. 

 Sussman holiday traditions are to 

go to his cousin’s house, or have his cous-

ins come to his house and have Christmas 

there. 

 Zarcone’s favorite present last year 

was just getting to see his family. 

Zarcone said he loves and wants to see his family. 

 Sussman’s favorite present last year was his XBox360. 

Sussman loved how he gets to spend time with his family and open presents. 

 Shaun and Aiden both love the holidays! 

Sixth Grade 

Fundraising 
By Gavin Ingrassia 

Shada’ja Florence  

 This 

story is about 

the football 

tournament 

that took place at Hudson Valley 

Sports. 

  Gavin Ingrassia and Bob 

Moon both played in the tournament. 

Their football team was called the Sau-

gerties All-Stars.  

 Gavin said that the practic-

ing’s were really fun. Ingrassia was 

super excited to be in the game. The 

most memorable 

moment for In-

grassia was 

when he stopped 

the touchdown. 

 Moon said the practice was 

really amazing. Moon said, 

“Unfortunately we didn’t win any of the 

two games.” The most memorable mo-

ment for Moon was playing in the 

game. 

 And that was happened for 

their game.        

Holiday Fun! 
By Spencer Flanagan and 

Morgan Bennett 

The Football Tournament  
By Logan Griffin 

Bob Moon 

Peyton Rose 

Shaun and Aiden 
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Meet the Morse Student Body 

“Google Us” JPI TV 

“Watch Us” on Vimeo 

and Youtube 

 

“Like Us”  

 

 

“Share Us” with your 

friends and family 

  Editors in Chief  

Liam Curtis & Kierstin Benson 

Just Print It is looking for students to write news stories 

about events going on in and around Morse School.  Feel 

free to submit a story to our editorial department and we will 

be happy to consider it for publication. Don’t forget to in-

clude your name and teacher! 

“Like” us on Facebook! 
Facebook/Just Print It 

Check out www.justprintit.net for more 
Morse news and “like” us on Facebook   

for more up-to-date news and video. 
Just Print It:  “Your source for all things 

Morse!” 

 
   The triplets in the school are 

named Ava, Rowan and Liv. The 

Smoller kids.  Their birthday is No-

vember 13th.  Ava is the oldest. They 

have a baby sister named Arya. 

Rowan is in Mrs. Sullivan’s class.  Liv is in Mrs. McCaig’s class and  Ava 

is in Mrs. Pipitone’s 

class. 

Do they fight? Yes 

they all said.  

(Fighting in the hall)

  

 Liv and Ava 

like being a triplet.  

Rowan does not want 

to be a triplet anymore 

Ava and Liv share a 

room and Rowan has 

his own room, but gets 

scared. He likes being 

the only boy. 

  The Smollers are a triple threat in the Morse school.  From left to right: 

Rowan, Liv and Ava.  Thrice is nice! 

Holiday Cheer 
By Natasha Finger 

 

 Guess What? Christmas is almost 

here. Can you believe it? It feels like yes-

terday I was jumping in a pool. 

 You have better been a god boy or 

girl.  Santa Claus and the elf on the shelf 

are watching you.  What is your elf’s 

name? 

 My elf is named Snowy.  It’s a 

girl.  

 I hope your Christmas list is on its 

way.  It better be. 

Have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New 

Year! 

Triplets 
By Ashly Pitt and Jenna Wormell 
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 Robert F. Moon is known 

far and near because  of his gigantic 

voice and super-sized energy.  Most 

certainly, he has wearied anyone 

over the age of 13 with his relentless 

enthusiasm and activity. 

 Bob Moon, seven letters 

create his name, yet the uncountable 

stars in the universe cannot match 

his natural power source.   

 In recent weeks, NASA 

scientists have been secretly study-

ing the radiant gamma waves that 

pulsate from his core in an effort to 

understand, and then capture some 

of the forces that continually are 

emitted from his body.  Though no 

definitive conclusion has been 

drawn, scientists are nearing, what 

they say could be, the biggest dis-

covery since Sir Isaac Newton dis-

covered gravity. 

 NASA’s preliminary 

findings, though not thoroughly 

tested,  have found that Moon, like 

some other males between the age of 

2 and 68, secrete an enzyme which 

interacts with brain and muscle 

functions causing both to go into a 

“turbo-charged” state. 

 Over a century ago, 

famed inventor Thomas Edison, 

theorized that the moon harnesses 

enough energy to  keep the city of 

New York lit for a millennium.   

 NASA believes Edison 

was not far  from right.  However, 

they believe that it is Moon, not the 

moon, which has this mind-boggling 

ability. 

GET THE 
FACTS! 

By Tyler Hommel 

 
 RJ Paff  was one of many stu-

dents who invited a veteran to attend the 

school’s annual Veteran’s Day Assem-

bly.  PAff is a 6th grader in Mrs. Tucker’s 

class .  

 RJ 

brought in 

Loin Wat-

son. Loin 

Watson 

was a Ma-

rine. RJ did 

not bring 

him last 

year be-

cause 

he nev-

er asked . I asked RJ what was his 

favorite part about the breakfast he 

said, “The food.” He also said that he 

was hungry and ready to eat that de-

licious breakfast. The last question 

was what was your favorite Veter-

ans’ Day song he said, “The Marines 

song.”    

By Spencer Flanagan 

 
Thomas Flanagan is a 6th 

grader’s dad and is in the Army National 

Guard. Flanagan has been serving in the 

military for 20 ½ years.  

Flanagan comes to the Veteran’s 

assembly every year. He  liked the as-

sembly. “My daughters go to Morse and 

that makes me proud,’’ he said. Flana-

gan’s rank is Chief Warrant Officer 2.  

“I am very proud to serve in the 

Army,’’ he added. “I feel that the chil-

dren are learning at an early age that free-

dom isn’t free and someone is willing to 

fight for them,’’ remarked Flanagan. “It 

is important to remember veterans be-

cause it is important to 

remember men and 

women that are will-

ing to fight and defend 

your freedoms,” said 

Mr.  Flanagan, who 

will retire from the 

service in 5 years.  

By Logan Griffin 
 

 Veterans Day was on November 9th this 

year. At Grant D. Morse Elementary school we had 

an assembly for our local Veterans. 

 I interviewed two of my classmates, 

Gillian Mills and Jenna Wormell. I asked Gilli-

an if she had any veterans in her family. She 

responded that her grandmother, grand pa and 

her dad severed in the Navy. Her grandmother 

was a nurse. Gillian was very proud to have 

her dad and grandparents come and partici-

pate in the assembly. 
 Jenna Wormell also has 

veteran’s in her family. Her 

grandpa Douglas Wormell served 

in the Army. She said that he told 

her that his training was very 

hard. He served in the Vietnam War. Her grandpa was not able to come to the 

assembly. 

 Gillian and Jenna are very proud of their family members.      

 Thank you veteran’s, from all of us at  

Just Print It.  

This simple fact proves that 
those who read “Just Print It” 
are 10% smarter than those who 
don’t read. 

Morse Celebrates Veteran’s Day 



Entertainment Department 

Edited by: Spencer Flanagan    
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  Grant D 

Morse School is 

not just about stu-

dents and teachers. 

Families have 

been a major part of its 50 year history. 

 One family has been there from 

the beginning it is the Turk family. They 

have had members of its family attend this 

school for nearly as long as it has been 

open.  Veronica Turk 

Voerg, John Turk, Stacey 

Turk and Vicky Scattone 

Turk have long since left 

Morse, but their influence 

is still felt. 

 “When I hear 

Grant D. Morse, my first 

thought is that it was that it 

was the cream of the crop 

of all grade schools. Mr. B. 

(Buonfiglio) will always 

enter my mind when I hear 

the name of this school 

mentioned.  He was a class act,” said Vic-

toria Scattone-Turk.  Victoria was a Morse 

parent and staff member and is now a 

grandparent to many Morse students past 

and present. “Grant D. Morse is important 

to my family because it is the preparation 

for my children’s future.”  Children Tina, 

John Veronica and Stacie all attended 

Morse.  She has nearly a dozen grand chil-

dren who attended as well, including Liam 

and Johnny who are in fifth and sixth 

grade. 

 Veronica, Vicki’s daughter, is 

now a special education teacher at Sauger-

ties Junior High, also has fond memories 

of Morse. “When I hear the name Grant D. 

Morse, I immediately think of Mr. B.  He 

was the princi-

pal when I 

attended. I 

attended GDM 

only in the 

sixth grade 1976-1977.” Veronica had 

moved from the village of Saugerties where 

she attended Cahill School. “There were 

three sixth grade teachers: Mrs. LaChance, 

Mr. Perks and Mr. Provost, all retired now. 

My favorite was 

Mrs. LaChance.  

I had her for 

Science.” Ve-

ronica’s chil-

dren Billy and 

Nicki Voerg 

also went to 

Morse as well 

as her husband, 

Big Billy 

Voerg.  Little 

Billy is a senior 

at Saugerties 

High and Nicki graduated in 2012. 

 “Never in a million years did I 

think my own children would attend the 

same elementary school that I did.  If some-

one had told me that years ago, I would 

have said, ‘You are crazy.’ I guess that 

speaks volumes about GDM,” she said. 

 Both Veronica and her mom have 

fond memories of their time at Morse. “The 

most memorable moment for me was the 

day a little boy was choking on pizza dough 

and I had to administer CPR.  I will never 

forget that day.  Thank God he is all grown 

up and doing well.” said Vicki who is 

known by the children as Fefe and spent 9 

years as a cafeteria monitor.   

50 years of Turk 
By John Turk 

 Figure Skating 
Monthly 
By Nicole Moorhus  

 

 Figure skating might not be 

what you think it is if you have never 

tried it before because I have been 

skating for five years and I’m even 

having trouble!  I’m trying to prefect 

my spiral test moves, but my leg keeps 

bending.   

 I also take lessons with my 

friend Emma Hallion. We usually take 

the same classes.  We go on Sunday’s, 

Monday’s, and Wednesday’s and we 

should go to Eddy’s class which is 

basically a strength training class 

which gets your legs working for fig-

ure skaters. It also prevents injury.   

 Skating can teach you how to 

jump high, spin fast, and get low.  

Also there is a basic one through eight, 

but I finished all those and am on free-

style two and three.  You can work on 

different things like jumps spins or 

freestyle and maybe even test moves!   

 We also had lessons and a 

little bit of freestyle.  On Sunday’s I 

have a private lesson with my coach 

Amy.  We work on jumps, spins, and 

my second test.   

 In my second test I have six 

moves. They are crossovers, spirals, 

power three turns, regular three turns, 

circle eights, and extensions.  

 This is my Figure skating 

life! 

John(left) and Liam (right) continue the tradition 

of Turks at Morse school.  Now the lineage of 

Turks includes Voerg’s , as well. 

Mr. Dieckmann ad-

dresses the audience of 

Veterans and their 

families at the recent 

Veteran’s Day Assem-

bly at Morse School/  

This assembly is coor-

dinated and originated 

by mrs. Cathy Averill 

second grade teacher.  

Mrs. Averill’s dad 

served in WWII and 

participated in the 

conflict at Iwo Jima. 
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Christmas Traditions 
By Natalie Vail 

 

 During Christmastime my family is always busy, 

decorating the house, getting our Christmas tree, shopping 

wrapping presents, etc.   

 On December 12 we got our tree.  Every year, the 

day after Thanksgiving my Elf on the Shelf comes back! His 

name is James. One day he was playing tic-tac-toe with Olaf.   

 On Christmas Eve every year my cousins Emily and 

Benjamin come to our house along with my cousin Marlee 

from White Plains and 

for dinner every Christ-

mas Eve we either have 

lasagna or stuffed 

shells!  They are deli-

cious. 

 Last year our 

grandparents from Al-

bany came down and 

celebrated Christmas, 

an we think that they 

are coming down again 

this year. 

 On Christmas 

day every year my 

borther Carter and I wake up at 6:30 AM.  Last year, since I 

stole my sister’s bed, she slept with Carter.  We all woke up 

at 6:30 AM.  The rule that our parents made was that we were 

not allowed to bother them until 7:30 AM.  So, at 7:29, we all 

went down to wake them up, because we like bothering them. 

 Then we opened our little presents from our stock-

ings.  Around 8 we go down to our bigger presents under our 

Christmas tree. 

 Last year on Christmas, my brother and I had to altar 

serve so our schedule was bumped back 30 minutes.   

 After we are done opening those presents we have 

pancakes and sometimes my grandmother’s banana bread for 

breakfast.  Around 9:30 AM, we go to my other grandma’s to 

open presents.   

 The rest of the day we spend at my grandmas. 

 December 3rd and 4th was Pajama Day at 

GDM many kids wore their pajamas to school. 

Even the older kids like Jenna Wormell and Logan 

Griffin enjoyed wearing them. 

Wormell likes how2 warm it is. Wormell doesn’t like that it is on a gym day because she can’t 

run. Jenna little cousin [Reagan] picked out her PJs.  

Logan likes the cozy feeling of being in his pajamas.  Sometimes, though, Griffin feels like peo-

ple are talking behind his back. Logan personally picked out his PJs for the big day. 

Pajama Day was set up by the members of the Morse Student council in effort to promote school 

spirit. 

Pajama Day at Morse 
By Ashly Pitt 
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Just Print It Needs You! 
 

All students are invited to submit stories to be considered 

for publication.  Our next edition will come out just be-

fore our holiday break in December. 

 

If you think you have a good story that related to the 

larger Morse Community, we would love to have you on 

our staff! 

 

There are no requirements to submit a story other than it 

must be a newsworthy story containing factual accounts 

of events concerning our school.  Don’t forget to answer 

the essential reporters questions: Who?, What ?,Where?, 

When?, Why? and How? 

 

Deadline is December 15, 2015. 

 
Just Print It Needs You! 

Thinking about dogs 
By Morgan Bennett 

 
 Samantha Tubby and Spencer Flanagan are both 6th 

graders of the Grant Morse school. “Sam is short for Saman-

tha.”  

 Sam likes dogs because they are cute and loveable. 

One of Sam’s favorite type of dog is a “springer spaniel”.  

Sam explains she feels safe being around dogs because they 

are protective. 

 Sam has 1 dog her name is Lucy. She’s had Lucy for 

4 years. 

 Spencer feels that dogs are good to be around, be-

cause they don’t talk back and when you’re having a bad day 

they cheer you up.  

 Spencer’s favorite type of dog is a “Half Lab/Akida”. 

Spencer also likes dogs because they are  nice and when 

someone’s hurt or in trouble they attack the bad person. 

 Spencer has 2 dogs. Their names are Loucie Lynn 

Rose Flanagan and Thiago Alvice Flanagan. She’s had Thiago 

for 4 years and Loucie for 7 years. 

 Samantha Tubby and Spencer Flanagan both have 

strong feelings about dogs! 

 Winter Break  

For Tyler Hommel 
By RJ Paff 

 
 A 6th grader named Tyler Hommel . One of Tyler’s 

favorite things to do on winter break is getting to hang out 

with friends such as, RJ Paff, John Turkey and  Gavin In-

grassia his neighbor he’s a fun  kid. He also  enjoy riding his 

four wheeler through the snow. He enjoys hot cocoa, candy 

canes ginger bread creations. He says the best part about 

winter break is the snow. 

  He says strongly ‘’I love winter break’’ 

Previous page and below:  The Polar Express visited the Morse 

School on December 18, 2016.  Special visitors from the North 

Pole took the second grade class on a magical journey to the land 

of  Santa Claus.   

Parents and students enjoyed this trip and the sound of bells filed 

the room.  As Tug McGraw used to say “You Gotta Believe!” 
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Composition Editor  

John Turk 

Just Print It Needs You! 
 

All students are invited to submit stories to be 

considered for publication.  Our next edition will 

come out just before our holiday break in De-

cember. 

 

If you think you have a good story that related to 

the larger Morse Community, we would love to 

have you on our staff! 

 

There are no requirements to submit a story 

other than it must be a newsworthy story con-

taining factual accounts of events concerning our 

school.  Don’t forget to answer the essential 

reporters questions: Who?, What ?,Where?, 

When?, Why? and How? 

 

Deadline is December 15 2015. 
Just Print It Needs You! 

Once upon a time 

there was a knight and a 

king. 

One starry night 

there was a hurricane and 

the king and the knight got 

separated from each other 

the knight’s Armor fell off somewhere. The 

knight grabbed a stick and a rock. “Maybe I 

can make a fire?” The knight said. “I will get 

going in the morning to find help.Good thing 

that I got separated from the king he was an-

noying.”  

“Wait,” he added, “I still have my 

sward. Now it is easier to survive in the wild.” 

“Wait I have no idea where I am?” 

“HELP!!!!!!!!!!”  

“Um hello? 

“Grrrr,” said the tiger 

“Do you want to come with me?” 

asked the knight 

“That was weird “Yes,” said the 

tiger. 

 “Did you just talk?” asked the 

knight 

“Yes.” said the tiger. 

 “Am I still in America?” said the 

knight. 

“What’s America?” said the tiger.  

“Ok I’m not in America” said the 

knight . 

“But since were ready lets go,” said 

the knight . “So where are we?”  

“In wonderland,” said the tiger. 

 “That sounds good,” said the knight. 

“So where are we heading?” said 

the tiger.  

 “I don’t know I just got here I 

thought you knew,” said the knight . 

 “Then...um….lets go to the 

Ocean?” said the tiger. 

 “Good thinking,” said the knight. 

 “Wait,” said the tiger. “I can‘t 

swim.”  

 “Dang it!” said the knight.“I have 

to do it again  don’t I?”  

“What are you going to do again?” Said the 

tiger, “ carry some like you.” Said the knight 

“Ok yay!” said the tiger “HOW IS IT YAY!” 

said the knight “Because you get to carry 

me?” said the tiger  

Ugh…………..why.” said the knight. “I 

have to carry like a one hundred pound  

Tiger.”  

 “Come to think of it you didn‘t tell 

me your name?” said Jason. 

  “It’s Rocket,”  said Rocket “My 

name is Jason. Ok get on my 

back. Are you ready,” said Jason. 

  “For what?” said Rocket. 

 “TO SWIM!” said Jason. “

 “Wow I didn’t know your  

such a great swimmer.” said Rocket. 

 “We’re here.” said Jason.   

 “This is beautiful.” said Rocket 

“Let’s go explore.” said rocket  

 “BANANUS!” said 

Jason  

 “Target is that you?” 

said Rocket. 

“I’m coming Target!” said 

Rocket. 

 “Wait rocket!” said Jason. 

 “TARGET!!!” said Rocket. 

  “Shh!” said Target. 

 “I’m hiding from mom and dad.” 

said Target. 

 “Why?” said Rocket. 

 “They’ve gone crazy, they want to 

eat me,” Said Target. 

   “Oh no we need to get to Jason 

right now!” said Rocket. 

 “Why?” said Target. “Remember 

(Continued on page 14) 

The Epic Journey 
By Matthew Dolan, second grader in Mrs. Averill’s class 

Wacky News 
By Kierstin Benson  

and Liam Curtis 

 
 Did you hear about the discov-

ery of water on Mars or that hover 

boards are now being made?  Every-

thing wacky you may want to know will 

be covered in “Wacky news.” 

 Anything you think is cool or 

interesting, bring it to us and we have 

you covered.  Drop of your ideas to any 

of the editors and we’ll get to work. 

 See you in the next edition of 

Just Print It where you’ll read some 

weird stuff. 

 

Just Print It 

wishes all  

A Very Happy 

Holiday Season.   

Enjoy the warm weath-

er because you can’t 

fool the calendar for 

too long. 

 

See you in 2016! 
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Merci pour l'enseignement -
nous 

Thank you for teaching us 

By Ginger Defino 
 

 This December Mrs. Granwehr is going to retire.  All her past students and 

the staff at GDM will miss her dearly.  I 

asked Mrs. Granwehr a few questions for this 

interview. 

 When asked, " Why did you want to 

teach and when did you decide you wanted to 

be a teacher?", she answered  "I always loved 

being around children so teaching was the 

perfect profession.  I knew when I was in 

high school, but I didn't finish college until 

much later. 

 I asked Mrs. Granwehr what she did 

before teaching and she replied, " I had many 

jobs. I worked in a pharmacy, then I was a 

Biology lab assistant at UCCC before going to work for the Postal Service.  I was a 

letter carrier and a clerk there for 10 years." 

 She told me she has been teaching for almost 24 years. Some of her favorite 

memories teaching were meeting the French classes who came to Mt. Marion, cele-

brating Mardi Gras and the Polar Express with her class. She loved working with 

hundreds of children from kindergarten through sixth grade.  

 I also asked Mrs. Granwehr about her favorite crafts or projects she did 

every year. She answered " I make Rudolph puzzle pins for all my classes each holi-

day season.  We made doves for the Christmas tree and masks for Mardi Gras. I love 

the Monster Manuals we create each Halloween too! "  

 Mrs. Granwehr told me she taught grades k-6 at some point in her career. 

Her favorite subject to teach was Math.  We all know Mrs. G. loves tennis and her 

favorite player is Stephan Edberg.  She also enjoys watching Rafael Nadal and Roger 

Federer. She also has many favorite musicians. Some of them are Patrick Droney, 

Ernie Halter, Tony Lucca, Bendan James, and Omnia Hagazy. 

 Mrs. G. loves teaching French because she took five years of French in 

school and because it sounds beautiful. She loves the atmosphere of Paris and France 

too. 

 After she re-

tires, she will be spend-

ing a lot of time with 

her granddaughter Em-

ma and her little sister 

who is due in March. 

 We will miss 

this wonderful teacher 

so much. She has af-

fected so many students 

and she is a very 

thoughtful person. 

 When you see 

her in the hallway at 

Morse, let her know how much she will be missed or just say " Thank you." 

Thank you, Mrs. Granwehr…. You 

have made the world a better place 

because you have made each of us a 

member of your family. And that is 

what teaching is all about. 
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they like to eat people.”  “Yeah.” said 

Target. 

 “He’s a human.” said Rocket “Oh.” 

said Target. 

 “GRR!!” said the Lion. 

  “What was that?” said Jason. 

  “Rocket is that you?” said Jason. 

  

 “AHH!!” yelled Jason  

 “Get off of me!” said Jason. 

  “Punch it!” yelled  Rocket. 

  “OK!!” said Jason. 

 “GET.. OFF…ME…RIGHT… 

NOW!” said Jason.  

 “You know what, I’m going to join 

that fight.” Said Rocket.   

 “GRR!” said Rocket. “Get off of 

my friend!”  

 “Why?” said the lion. 

  “Because I care about him and he 

cares about me!” said Rocket. “Jason are you 

ready?” 

 “Ha ha ha !” Said Jason. 

  “What’s so funny?” said the lion. 

  “That your punched in the face! 

Punch him!” said Rocket.  

 “That keep him quiet.” said Jason. 

 “Hopefully” said Rocket. 

 “Wow you pack a punch,” said 

Target. “How long is he going to be asleep?”  

 “For ten days.” said Rocket. 

 “Now we look for mom,” said 

 Rocket. 

 “That was your Dad Rocket,” said 

Jason.   

 “Yeah,”  said Rocket. 

 “Nice Dad,” said Jason. “ 

 Wait what,” said Rocket. 

  “He’s a nice fighter,” said Jason 

 “Really?” said Rocket. “Wow, I 

thought you would hate me. Ok, now we 

ahh…! Help, she’s trying to eat me.”  “OK 

NOW WE ATTACK!” yelled Jason. 

  “Kick it!” said Rocket. 

“Now she is eating my foot!” said Jason. 

 “Do something Target!” said Rock-

et. 

“GGRRR GET OFF OF MY 

FRIENDS!!!!!!!!”said Target.  

(Continued from page 12)   “Please don’t hurt me you can 

have them,” said mommy lion. 

 “That was cool,” said Jason. 

“Wow that’s my first time doing it,” said 

Target.   

 “Wait what?” said Rocket. 

 “That’s your first time doing Tar-

get?” said Jason.  

 “Yeah,” said Target. 

 “Your like a pro,” said Jason. 

 “Let’s just keep going.” Said 

Rocket. 

 “Ok.” said Jason and Target. 

“Wait I have an idea we could climb and 

scope the area,” said Target. “I’ll go in that 

tree.”  

 “Only tall ones,” said Jason. 

 “I see something.” Said Rocket. 

 “Let’s go see then.” Said Target. 

 “It look’s like a cave,” Said Rock-

et.  

 “There might be some friend’s in 

there. HELLO!!!” said Jason. 

 “Hello?” said the penguin. “Please 

don’t eat us Mrs. Lion,” said the penguin. 

  “No it’s Target,” said Target.  

 “And Rocket,” said Rocket. 

  “And Jason who’s new,”  said 

Jason. “Ok now we knock her out but… we 

don’t scare her. Shh where is she?”  

 “Ready Rocket, and Jason?” said 

Target. 

 “Three, two, one ATTACK!!” said 

Jason. “Take this and that.”  

 “Your done,” Said Rocket “She is 

knocked out. Now we tell penguins that they 

can come out of hiding.”  

 “Hey were back you could come 

out of  hiding now,” said Rocket, Jason, and 

Target. 

 “Thank you so much,” said the 

penguins. 

 “Excuse me, could I come with 

you sir?” said the little penguin. 

 “Did your mommy say it was ok?” 

said Target. 

 “Yes,” Said the little penguin. 

 “Then yes you could come,” said 

Target. “What is your name?”  

 “It’s Sky,” said Sky  

 “Ok Sky we look for treasure,” 

Jason interrupted. 

  “So nice to meet you,” said Target. 

“He’s a little off because he lived far, far, 

away, from here.”  

 “Then why is he here?” said Sky. 

 “Because of a hurricane ok!” said 

Jason. 

  “See.” Said Target. 

 “Yeah,” said Sky. 

 “Wait do you hear that?” said Rock-

et.  “Yeah I hear that, that reminds me of THE 

BULLY! Let’s go.” said Rocket. 

 “Who’s the bully?” said Jason. 

 “In the school every teacher was 

afraid him,” Said Rocket. 

  “Oh I will get him. Nobody  

should be treated like that!” said Jason. 

“WAIT!” said Rocket.  “Dang it.”  

  “Do you want to be my friend?!” 

said Jason. 

  “I will... Wait, what?” said the 

bully. 

 “I said do you want to be my 

friend?” said Jason. 

  “Nobody said that to me, ever.” 

said the bully.  

 “Do you want to be my friend or 

not?” said Jason. 

 “Sure,” said the bully. 

 “So what do you want to do,” 

said Jason. 

  “You will not hurt our friend!” 

said Rocket, and Target. 

 “Wait he’s my friend!” said Ja-

son. 

 “Wait he’s your friend!?” said 

Target, and Rocket. 

  “He is not a bully he is our 

friend!” said Jason. 

 “Ok this is getting little crazy,” said Sky.  

 “Your right,” said Target. 

 “Maybe you guys could be pen 

pals,” said Sky . 

“That’s a great idea,” said the bully. 

 “Night guys,” said all of them.  

 

Secret Intelligence Services 
By Asmir Ayaz 
 

 MI6 (military Intelli-

gence Section 6) is the British 

Secret Service.  This agency is 

shown in mostly James bond 

movies.  MI6 headquarters are 

located in the United Kingdom, 

London.   

 Sidney Reilly was a spy working for MI6.  He was one of 

the most daring spies. 

 In his time he was known as the gentleman spy.  

Inter  Service Intelligence is 

the Pakastani secret service 

was formed in 1948.  The 

headquarters is located in 

Islamabad, Pakistan. 

 DAI (Defense In-

telligence Agency).  This is 

India’s secret agency, 

which was formed in 1948.   

 These are some of the secret services in the world. 
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Did You Know? 

 The Salvation Army has been 

sending Santa Claus-clad dona-

tion collectors into the streets 

since the 1890s.  

 In 1822, Clement Clarke Moore, 

an Episcopal minister, wrote a 

long Christmas poem for his three 

daughters entitled “An Account of 

a Visit from St. Nicholas.”  

 Clement Clarke Moore’s poem is 

better known as “Twas the Night 

Before Christmas.” 

 In 365 days, comprising 24 hours 

each, Santa does just 31 hours of 

work.  That’s how long it takes to 

deliver millions of presents, thanks 

to differing time zones.  

 With the weight of presents and 

the speed that he needs to travel, 

Santa faces G forces of over 

17000G during his journey. 

 Santa travels at approximately 

3,000 times the speed of sound– 

no wonder Norad says it’s tracking 

the fast thing in the world!   

 It's believed that Germans used 

dyed goose feathers to create the 

first Christmas tree. They also 

used to be decorated with roses, 

apples and different colored pa-

per.  

 The Christmas card originally ap-

peared in England as a way for 

students to practice their handwrit-

ing.  

Space Discoveries 
By Brady Reynolds , Eli Bowers and Nick Stinemire 

  

 There were many space discoveries. Lets start in the past In  450 BC Greek 

philosophers ponder the existence of other worlds.  

 In 1400 Nicholas from Cusa and Girodano Bruno argue over the suns 

uniqueness and singularity in the universe. In 1420 Bruno claimed that there are other 

stars and solar systems besides our own.in 1609  Galileo Galilei introduces the tele-

scope witch introduces the world in greater detail.  

 In 2007 NASA’s spritzer space telescope finds water vapor in the spectrum 

of the planet HD189733b. In September 2015, NASA found running water on Mars. It 

was very, very, salty. NASA is looking at the water very closely. That means, the wa-

ter could have itsy bitsy cells. So, that can solve the question, is there life in space? 

 The 2nd 

grade Polar Ex-

press just passed 

and the teachers 

really enjoyed it. The students who are 

3rd graders this year enjoyed it in 2nd 

grade last 

year. Also, 

the 2nd grade 

teachers who 

did this event 

this year was 

Mrs. Gran-

wehr and 

Mrs. Averill. 

Mrs. Averill, 

who started 

the Polar Ex-

press experi-

ence when 

her five chil-

dren at-

tended 

Morse, 

enjoys the way the book encourages 

the Christmas  spirit. “I look forward 

to the Polar Express. It helps them to 

understand the spirit of Christmas,” 

she said.  She said the story is geared 

perfectly for her age grouping. “It is 

appropriate because the second grad-

ers enjoy it.” 

Mrs. Granwehr agrees, “I 

believe that great books travel through 

generations, they can inspire people of all 

ages. Participating in the Polar Express 

event helps me to be a better teacher be-

cause books can give 2nd graders a 

chance to discover and learn something 

new.”  

Both 

Mrs 

Averill 

and 

Mrs. Granwehr think author Chris Van 

Allsburg was able to capture the imagi-

nation of the reader better than the film 

version of the story. “I like the book 

better than the movie because the book 

tells more,” said Mrs. Averill.  Mrs.  

Granwehr stated, “I like the book bet-

ter than the movie, but the movie 

stayed true to the book.” 

The Polar Express not only 

involves the students who wear their 

pajamas, but the teachers also dress the 

part.  “I have special feety pajamas I 

wear every year,” smiled Mr. Averill. 

This second grade experience 

stays with the children long after they 

have left Grant D. Morse School. 

The Polar Express 2015 
By Aiden Zarcone 

Mrs. Averill 



  Morgan 

Bennett is a 6th grad-

er in Mrs. Tucker’s 

class and she was 

one of the many stu-

dents who watched the Wizard of Oz assembly.   

  Morgan’s favorite character was the Tin Man because 

he stood so still. Her favorite part of the play was when the 

witch looked in the glass ball.  The witch was looking at the 

other characters who were in the land of OZ.   

 Some 

students were 

selected to 

participate in 

the play.  The 

cast members 

called for vol-

unteers, though 

Morgan did not 

raise her hand. 

Many students 

were able to 

play the part of 

the Munchkins.  

They also picked students to wake up the Lion and Scare Crow 

and oil the Tin Man.   

  Maggie Myers (Mrs. Myers) is a teacher at Mt. Mari-

on, she is also the president of PTA and she found out about 

the people who put on the play.  ”We were all very excided 

that the PTA could sponsor this event and other events similar 

in nature,” said Mrs. Myers.   

 “I believe assemblies are important to the student 

body as it brings advanced history, knowledge and entertain-

ment to many children,” she added.   

and the kindergarten-

ers in Mrs. Torres’s 

class who was the 

teacher at that time 

produced a book. 

“My students and 

the kindergarteners at the time 

were Book Buddies. They 

worked together to write po-

ems for each letter of the al-

phabet. It was a great project! 

Maybe we will create a sec-

ond edition,” she said. 

        Mrs. Dorothy Moon 

feels sad that the Morse Craft 

Fair was cancelled. This fund-

raiser always earned a  lot of money. Mrs. Dorothy Moon, a usual 

vendor, said she was sad that she did not get to 

display her beautiful jewelry.  

Usually the fundraiser is a good moneymaker. 

The fundraiser has a big fan fol-

lowing, but that was not the 

problem this year. It was the lack 

of vendors, and Mrs. Moon 

hopes to do it next year.                                                                                                                    

 The Wizard Of 

OZ was performed by the 

Rhinebeck Performing 

Arts company.  Mrs. My-

ers has gone to many 

plays at their theater and found out that they do travelling shows.  

“A few years ago, I came across a flier about production they 

produce/perform especially for students.  They are well known 

and high interest shows,” she said. 

 As a teacher at Mount Marion she has brought the tour-

ing company to her school for a play called “Rip Van Winkle.” 

Her two children Viola, a 2nd grader, and Reid a kindergartener, 

go to Mores school, so she wanted to share the experience with 

both schools.   

 Mrs. Myers is able to save both schools money by hir-

ing the group to perform at both schools on the same day.   

 In the Wizard Of Oz, her favorite character was the Li-

on.  “I think he did a fabulous job acting.  Mostly, because he 

was loud, intimi-

dating and just 

great to watch.”   

 Hopeful-

ly, there will be 

other shows to 

follow.  “There 

are so many good 

shows tailored to 

K-6 audiences.  

However, I saw 

Annie when it 

was on Broadway and I loved it.  So I am hoping for a produc-

tion of Annie to come to Rhinebeck,”  explained Mrs. Myers.   

 The idea of a play is appreciated by students and teach-

ers alike.                  

The Wizard Visits Morse School 
By Samantha Tubby 

   Why was 

the Morse Craft Fair 

cancelled, that’s the 

big question? 

 “It has be-

come somewhat a tradition and we were sad when we decided that 

it had to be cancelled this year,” said Mrs. Dudzic. This would 

have been the ninth year. 

    “Mrs. Mulford, Mrs. Butler and I have always run the 

Craft Fair together with Mrs. Bishop. Due to Mrs. Bishop’s retire-

ment, Mrs. Valenchis was ready to help out as well this year. 

 “We do hope to have a 2016 Craft Fair though!” 

 “We had to cancel because we only had a small number 

of venders this year, hopefully that will change next year,” re-

sponded Mrs. Dudzic. 

The first Craft Fair was especially significant for us be-

cause along with it being our first year the students in fourth grade 

.net 

The Morse Craft Fair 
By Robert Moon 

Mrs. Dudzic 


