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JPI- Saugerties 
 1965 was an 

important year for the 

United States as it was 

embattled in two major 

wars.  One war was taking place in the small 

Asian country of Vietnam, where just a year 

earlier Saugerties native Roger Donlon was 

awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor 

for bravery and heroism. The other war was 

taking place in the US.  This war was being 

fought for rights for all US citizens regard-

less of skin color.  The leader of this fight 

was Martin Luther King, Jr.  

 Meanwhile, the US was also in 

competition with the Communist country of 

Russia to establish world dominance in the 

race to put a human being on the moon and 

return them safely to Earth. It  was a time of 

extreme tension and confusion for children 

and their parents.  

 Yet, the feeling of hope for a better 

future and a desire to spread the message of 

peace and create pathway to a better life was 

the ideal of a young man from Glasco, New 

York who was given the job of being in charge of the brand new 

elementary school in Blue 

Mountain named after the 

Superintendent of Schools, 

Grant D. Morse. 

 Mr. Patrick 

Buonfiglio, aka Mr. B., was named to the position 

of principal in this new school after teaching for a 

short time then becoming principal of the Glasco, 

Flatbush,  and Malden Schools. 

 In his time at Morse he witnessed a na-

tion come to terms with racial tension, an end to 

the Vietnam War, American men being sent to the 

moon, walk on the moon and return safely home to 

our planet. He saw a reusable space shuttle used 

dozens of times to stay in Earthôs orbit for weeks at 

a time.  He experienced the first computers, as they 

made their way into the public. He listened to mu-

sic on vinyl discs called records, then watched the 

explosion of a new material called plastic revolu-

tionize the manufacturing world.  

 He also saw the New York Mets go from 

the laughingstock of professional sports to World 

Champions.  He saw the 1960ôs transform Ameri-

can culture firsthand through the generations of 

families he served in his school. 

(Continued on page 3) 

 Running a half 

marathon is a test of hu-

man endurance and men-

tal toughness.  Recently 

two ordinary people did 

this extraordinary race. 

 Amy Mills, 

mother of Hannah and 

Gillian Mills and Morse 

teacher, Mrs. Suzanne 

Buda ran together to sup-

port one another. 

 Mrs. Budaôs time 

was 2 hours 27 minutes.  

She crossed the finish line at 12:27 PM.   

 The start of the run was tough .  She 

had to regroup after a half a mile to get herself 

in a mental state to be successful. Nearly 13 

miles later, Mrs. Buda 

crossed the finish line 

and earned a bronze 

medal.   

 Crossing the 

finish line brough her 

different feelings. ñI felt 

relief because it was 

done and I felt happy 

because I did it for 

Cooper Strong.ò she 

said.    

 Cooper Strong 

was a fundraising and 

awareness program to honor her grandson, 

Cooper, who died of congenital heart dis-

ease. After the race, Mrs. Buda presented a 

check to her daughter and son-in-law which 

(Continued on page 2) 

Running On Inspiration 
By Gillian Mills 

Setting the Course for Morse 

Mr. Buonfiglio is the compass for the direction of 

the Grant D, Morse School. 

Mrs. Mills, center,  celebrates at the finish line with 

her friends. 
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 The Mustang Bowl is 

an event that all fifth and sixth 

graders must do this year, how-

ever, a few fourth graders were 

chosen to help out.  

This is the first time fourth 

graders were able to participate. Since all the fifth and sixth 

graders were players or on cheer team there was no one left for 

staff. 

Fourth graders Joey Karolys and Brady 

Reynolds were part of the five person staff 

team responsible for running the flags 

around the field. Brady and Joey are in 

Mrs. Mulfordôs class. They were in charge 

of running the flag around the field during 

the game and getting water for the players. 

ñ I liked the experienceò said Brady.ò It was 

good. I felt excited,ò agreed Joey. The staff is a very important 

part of Mustang Bowl. The jobs the staff members keep the 

game flowing and fans happy. I loved being staff member and I was very happy it 

was very good. I wouldn't do the flags next year. It was a good experience. The flags 

were a lot of fun. It was tiring and hard to run the flags,ò he said. 

Maybe this will be the beginning of a new era of the Mustang Bowl. 

she earned from contributions from her family 

and friends who supported her run.  
 Mrs. Buda liked the half-marathon. ñIt was-

nôt that bad, but it felt good to finish,ò she said. 

 Amy Mills also did the half-marathon.  

Millsô time was 2 hours 29 minutes.  ñThere were a lot 

of runners,ò she said.  ñSometimes you start out too 

fast just tot try to stay with the group.  So I slowed 

down to find my own speed.  I was feeling good,ò she 

said. 

 She also got a bronze medal for finishing the 

race. When she crossed the finish line she was over-

whelmed.  ñIt was a feeling of relief.  It was done.  I 

was happy it was finished.  My feet were definitely 

hurting. My muscles ached.ò 

 Immediately after the race, Mills went to the Hudson River and walked right into to 

cool water. She stood in the water for 10 minutes. ñIt calmed my muscles down,ò she said 

Then she used a foam roller to massage her muscles. 

 Mrs. Mills wanted to do this half marathon because she never did the Fall Foliage 

13.1 before. She thought it would be an interesting one to try. ñThere were a lot of hills.ò  She 

added, ñThe scenery was beautiful, the leaves were starting to change and the weather was 

cool.  We ran around a cove near the Hudson River and that was beautiful.  We also ran near a 

horse farm a saw a mother and her foal in the field.ò 

 Though she liked it when it was over, she said she felt the best between 6 and 8 

miles.  She knew everything was going to be okay. 

 Not only did both of these women finish this race, but in doing so they empowered 

countless others as to the strength of oneôs will.  This was an achievement they can carry with 

them for the rest of their lives. 

  

(Continued from page 1) 

MUSTANG BOWL 

NEWS  

By Teresa Bautista 

 This year was the 12th year of 

Mustang Bowl. Coaches for this year 

were Ginger Defino for Mustangs and 

Mitchell Hart for Patriots. The 5th   grad-

ers are confident that they will win. The 

6th graders want to win so badly because 

this is going to be there last year here at 

Morse.  

 The big question is how will the 

football be brought to the game? last year 

Jaden Whittaker brought the football in a 

motorcycle. This year there is going to be 

a surprise at halftime.  Maybe some of 

the old students that used to go here will 

come and watch the   Mustang Bowl. The 

game took place on October 14th, 2015. 

 The Patriots won their sixth 

game in the past seven years. It was an 

exciting game.  

Fourth Graders Key to 

MB Success 
By Liam Turk 

Mrs. Suzanne Buda 

Joey Karolys 

Brady Reynolds 
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 2015 marks the 25th 

year of this newspaper activity. As 

Morse celebrates its 50th year, it is 

a significant match in milestones. 

 The newspaper activity 

started in 1991 at the Mount Mari-

on school and moved to Morse in 

2000. The newspaper has allowed 

students to explore the news and 

improve their writing along the 

way. 

 Just Print It reporters 

have interviewed Congressional 

Medal of Honor recipients,  Nobel 

Peace Prize recipients, famous 

artists, entertainers and authors.  

In that time we have scooped the 

NY Times, the Daily Freeman and 

the Saugerties Post Star and Sau-

gerties times.  

 Canôt wait to see what 

the next 25 years brings. 

D9¢ ¢I9 
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This simple fact proves that 
those who read íJust Print Itî 
are 10% smarter than those 
who donðt read. 

Presidential  

Primary 
By Nick Stinemire & Eli Bowers  
 

 The USA presidential primary 

is in November. If you didnôt know, a 

primary election is an election that nar-

rows the field of candidates. The candi-

dates for the democratic party are Lin-

coln Chafee, Hillary Clinton, Martin 

OôMalley, Bernie  Sanders  and Jim 

Webb. The candidates for the republican 

party are Jeb Bush, Ben Carson, Chris 

Christie, Ted Cruz, Carly Fiorna, Jim 

Gilmore, Lindsey Grahm, Mike Hucka-

bee, Bobby Jindal, George Pataki, Rand 

Paul, Marco Rubio, Rick Santorum and 

Donald Trump. Rick Perry and Scott 

Walker are running independent.  
 If you didnôt know, president 

Barrack Obama has already been elected to 

2 terms, so he canôt run again. This will be 

the 44th president of the United States. The 

general election takes place in November 

2016.                                           

50 

years have 

passed since the 

doors of Grant 

D. Morse first 

opened.  In the 

time that followed , over 

20,000 student, have been 

influenced by the educa-

tion they have received at 

the Blue Mountain 

school. 

 Gene Reese was 

in 6th grade when the 

school first opened in 

September, 1965.  His 

teacher was Mr. Bill 

Provost.  Mr. Reese last 

saw him when he left 6th 

grade fifty years ago. 

 Before GDM, 

opened in 1965,  his 

school was Mt. Marion.   

Gene said ñGDM hasnôt 

changed at all.  The walls were blue and 

white , like they are now.  And the play 

ground was wooden back then.  Mow it 

is plastic, but 

every other 

thing is the 

same. ñ 
  Mr. Reese was 
on the float in 

the Mustang Bowl.  He 

thought it was really cool, 

and he thought that it was 

cool that they mentioned 

his name and my name.  He 

didnôt think he would be 

one of two former students, 

though. ñI thought there 

would be more people there 

to be on the float,ò Gene 

said.   

He is very happy that his 

grand children are in GDM.  

He is also happy how nice 

the teachers are.   

ñMy advice to all you 

students out there is to 

learn, learn, learn so you 

can get a good education,ò said Mr. Reese.   

Like so many students who have 

become adults, Grant D. Morse school has 

made a permanent place in their lives.    

  

The Past and Present  
Meet at Morse 
By Samantha Tubby  

 All the while, as the world kept spin-

ning around him, he kept his eyes on the needs of 

his children.  ñI didnôt want to be principal, but 

I was asked to do it.  Thanks to everyone's pa-

tience , understanding and cooperation, we 

achieved our goal,ò said Mr. B.  at the Grant D. 

Morse 50th year Celebration on September 18. 

 He did not just want to have a building 

where students and staff did theirs jobs and went 

home. He wanted something more.  ñI wanted to 

create a school where faculty and staff were happy to come to work.  Where studentôs enjoyed 

school and happy to come everyday. Also, a place where parents were also happy and very 

comfortable with sending their children. Those of us who were here would agree that we 

planted some good seeds.ò 

 Mr. Buonfiglio was honored for his service to Morse along with former principal 

Mr. Eymann and Mr. Turner as well as former secretary Mrs. Grant Scarselli who is the only 

person to have worked with all four Morse principals. A special United States Flag was pre-

sented and flown in his honor.  This flag had flown over the United States Capital in Washing-

ton, DC and made its way to Grant D. Morse school through the generosity of  school neigh-

bor, Bob Howe. 

 Mr. B. shared advice with the present Morse students who attended the special cere-

mony. ñIf something is hard, work hard,ò he said. ñDonôt give up, find the help you need and 

work hard.ò   

 At the end of the program, Mr. B. presented the Grant D. Morse school with a paint-

ing he created depicting a farm house set in front of the Catskill mountain range revealing the 

power, beauty and simplicity of our area.  Fifty years later, he is still leaving the Morse com-

munity with the ideal of peace and the pathway to achieve it. 

 ñI will always cherish the many, many fond memories of the Grant D. Morse 

School. I thank God. God Bless America, God Bless this School and God Bless You,ò he said 

as he closed his speech. 

 Mr. B. has certainly taken good care of his promise to care for the future. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Mr. Reese waves to the crowd as he sits 

next to his former teacher, Mr. Provost. 


